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There is a great bond in our club already, even 
though we've got a lot of new faces this year A 
club culture is crucial in any team sport and we 
are working hard with the players, the sponsors 
and the fans to Great teams in any sport are 
distinguished by a culture that stays with the 
club, even as players move on and new talent 
take their places 


The kind of culture we want to develop at Spirit 
is one of adventure and aggression, We also 
want to be known as a team that doesn't give up, 
one that can fight above its weight. This kind of 

jIture is not built overnight, but comes through 
the experiences if winning and losing together as 


layers will create their own culture. They 
y proud of their shirt 
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1g the boys. The team are determined 
c in the best way possible, by 
lelbourne this afternoon 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


V 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Lawrie MeKinna = Coach View From The Top 


Disappointing! That is the only way to describe 
our feelings about the game against the Kingz 
We knew it would be a tough game but no-one 
could have predicted what was to unfold 


| put the first two goals down to a lack of 
communication at the back but that apart | feel 
we played reasonably well in the first-half 
Without putting pressure on the team and the 
youngsters who care into the side and did well, 
the experiance of McDermott and Watson would 
have made a big difference: 


Once Adarn Kwasnik was sent-off early into the 
second period it made life very hard for us but 
credit to the boys who worked hard and with one 
man down and two goals in arrears it was time 
to go at them hammer and tong as we had 
nothing to lose. But for some desperate defence 
at times | feel we could have got back into the 
game. Obviously the penalty scored by Ngata for 
his hat-trick finally nailed the lid shut on this 
game but the guys kept trying and the Kingz 
fourth was a cracker of a strike. 


(Adam Kwasnik has received.a two match ban for 
his red card and Dylan Macallister is still to get 
his clearance papers through unless something 
dramatic has happened since going to print). 


Vuko Tomasevic netted a consolation penalty for 
us into stoppage time but we have to put this 
down to ‘one of those games’ as I'm sure it will 
be a very long time before ‘Harry’ nets another 
four goals in a game at this level 


That said, and I'm writing these notes before the 
Neweastle game due to print deadlines and the 
October long weekend, | don’t want to see a 
repeat performance of that and neither do the 
players and so it is that we want to ensure we 
take all three points against South Melbourne 
tonight and get us off to a winning home start 


| was sad to hear so many negative comments 
after our first home match and only our second 
game of the 2002/2003 season. The NSL is a 
marathon, not a sprint race and there are still 24- 
games to go (at time of writing) and we are well 
placed compared with other teams at this stage. 
Newcastle lost at Edensor Park and who would 
have thought that Brisbane would go into the 
Glory’s backyard and come away 4-3 winners? 
Going by these results it is going to bea hell of a 
season with plenty of twists and turns. 


We were gutted aftor the Kingz match but let me 
stress that there is no home ground hoodoo as 
many would have you believe so get behind the 
team tonight and let's all move forward together, 


Stop Press 

Newcastle United vs. Northern Spirit has had a 
mystique of its own since the first meeting way 
back in Spirit's first season and to say they have 
always been keenly contested games in an 
understatement. Added to this seasons away 
match was the added spice of former team- 
mates meeting again and with lan Crook and 
Gary Van Egmond at the helm, Matt Binglay, 
Scott Thomas and the Griffiths’ boys = Ryan and 
Adam — out on the park, it was certain to be a 
clash to remember 


Spirit contested well for the first 20-minutes of 
the match once again but fell behind to another 
of the Griffiths’ brothers - Joel — but looked in 
contention and competed well 


A free-kick on the edge of the box saw the 
second for the home side with Simon Bell 
receiving his marching orders shortly after, 
leaving Spirit 2-down and with a mountain 
to climb 


According to coach McKinna, around 100 Spirit 
fans traveled up to Newcastle and made 
themselves heard and never stopped singing for 
the side, even at this stage. His words at the 
time were along the lines of ‘brilliant’ 


Vuko Tomasevic followed Bell into the dressing 
room on the hour mark to make matters worse 
for the visiting team which was, by now, 
struggling badly and three goals down. The first 
yellow for “Tommo' came after tugging the shirt 
of an opponent and the second was borne out of 
frustration 


Having twice been hacked by United players, t0 
which the official played advantage for but there 
was none, Vuko brought down one of theif 
players and was ordered off. 


Spirit's fate was sealed 


Two more goals were added to the Newcastle 
Score-line, which didn’t flatter them in the least 
and Spirit were sent home with their tails 
between their legs....or were they? 


The fans that had made the trip north waited 


outside the dressing rooms and chanted for the 
players and could still be heard as the crest-fallen 
Spirit side made their way onto the coach for the 
return trip to Sydney, Again Lawrie MeKiona 
couldn't express his gratitude to those 
supporters who tried to lift the team from their 
gloom and so, via this column, he would like to 
say 8 massive *thank-you' to you all. You know 
who you are, 


Paul Henderson, despite the result, was probably 
the stand out player for Spirit on the night, no 
mean feat when five have gone past you 
although he was not at fault for any of them! 


The team will take time to gel, that much is 
apparent, but the fans still need to get behind the 
side. As an old saying goes: "You can’t enjoy the 
good times properly if you don't know what the 
bad times were really like.” 


When pressed on the matter of Simon Bell and 
his disciplinary record, McKinna would only say 
that the matter will be dealt with ‘in house’ and: 
“Within the structure of the club policy.” 


No further comment will be made until after he 
has spoken with the player. 


All in all not the best couple of weeks the club 
has ever seen but a win over South tonight 
would be a fantastic stepping stone to re-start 
the season. After all, South clawed their way into 
the Top Six last season when it looked beyond 
them and Adelaide City Force have almost 
become legendary at it, 


And if others can keep their heads up and battle 
away for a top slot there is no reason at all why 
Spint cannot do the same. 


Keep YOUR heads up for the team because it’s 
only Round 4 and a Jot of footie has to be 
played yet 


Andrew McDermott - Captain's Comments 


A very warm welcome to all the SPIRIT FANS 


who are here today to see us take on South 
Melbourne. 


On the back of a poor result at Newcastle, one of 
the positive aspects to come out of such a match 
was the support we received from all of the fans 
who travelled to the game. | just want to take 


this opportunity to thank you all ver 
the team, ie: 


secu Wiehe been working he 
training ground, preparing ourselves 

visit of South Melbourne We have been: 
forward to this game and see it as an opp 


any aspirations off succeeding in the league this 
season we need to win our games at home a 
with great support from all of you | can't see i 
this is not possible, 


On a final note, | would like ssicaotatllala 
Robbie Trajkovski and his wife Liz on the birth of 
their second child, Ethan, last week. Mother and 
baby are both doing well, 


Hope you all enjoy the gare! 


Gary McGinnis - Head of Youth Development 


Welcome once more to our regular run down on 
the Northem Spirit Youth Department. Firstly, 1 
must congratulate our Under 19 youth squad for 
their outstanding performange in last weeks 0-0 
draw away to a strong Newcastle side. You may 
not be aware that the league rules state that 
three over aged players can play in the team at 
any one time. 


However, our policy is to play youngsters ahead 
of older players, to do what we are here for, 
namely, to develop youth, So far this season we 
have used every youth player on our books in the 
team despite the fact that most of our new 
players are still at school! Pretty soon we'd like to 
add a few more of our squad to the first team 
experience after the successes of Ale 

Wilkinson, Jonti Richter, Brent Fisher and Matt 
Osman already this season plus Jacob Rex's 
inclusion at the close of last season, Fin 
please take the opportunity to come and see o1 


youth team perform; I'm sure you will not be — 


disappointed. Check our web page for = 
fixtures at www.northernspirit.com.au | hoy 
you thoroughly enjoy today’s game and that we 
get another victory. ‘GoThe Spirit!’ 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT 
PLAYER 


Lupce Acevski 
Julien Watts 

Noel Spencer 

Alex Tobin 

Robert Trajkovski 
Andrew McDermott 
lan Ferguson 

John Hutchinson 
Michael Cartwright 
Hamilton Thorp 
Alex Wilkinson 
Jeremy Seales 
Paul Henderson 
Matthew Osman 
Steve Baveas 
Aaron Burgess 


Jonathan Richter 


POSITION 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Striker 
Defender 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 


14/11/77 
17/03/71 
26/07/77 
03/11/65 
24/07/72 
24/03/77 
15/03/67 
29/12/79 
03/08/79 
21/08/73 
13/08/84 
17/02/76 
22/04/78 
29/07/83 
07/04/84 
10/11/78 
12/04/83 
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Dean Anastasiadis 
Steve losifidis 
Fausto De Amicis 
Mehmet Durakovic 
Robert Liparoti 
David Clarkson 
Steve Panopoulos 
Vaughan Coveny 
Paul Trimboli 

Peter Buljan 

Zeljko Susa 
Radomir Sekulovski 
Vince Lia 

Stephen Pace 

Nick Tolios 
Massimo Murdocca 
Michael Baird 
Patrick Kisnorbo 
Eugene Galekovic 
Bill Damianos 


Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Midfield/Striker 
Midfield/Striker 
Striker 

Midfield 
Midfield/Defender 
Midfield 
Midfield 
Defender 
Midfield 

Striker 
Defender 
Goalkeeper 
Midfield 


6/6/70 
28/12/73 
26/06/68 
13/10/65 
4/2/78 
2/1/68 
23/06/75 
13/12/71 
25/02/69 
14/07/78 
13/07/78 
22/06/83 
18/03/85 
3/6/83 
10/11/81 
9/2/84. 
8/1/83 
24/03/81 
6/12/81 


Micky Brook - Tonight's Visitors 
A big game for both teams tonight as Spirit make 
8 season debut at Brookvale and South are yet to 
realise their full potential to date 


At time of print (pnor to Rd 3 matches being 
played), South had fost their opening match to 
Newcastle United (a), had the bye in Rd 2 and 
hosted Sydney United for their first home game 
of the campaign last weekend, but for anyone 
with a memory of last year will know that they 
started off very poorly before putting in a 
tremendous nin at the end of the season to 
make to Top Six finals when it looked completely 
beyond them. Such is the resilience of our 
Victorian counterparts. Never right them off, 


Paul Timboli (49) - 423 games/114 goals « 1s the 
al wizard of the side with deft 
touches, raking p and the odd clever 
to outwit his opponents. Always 
9 real troublemaker for any 
n the slightest hint of room 


captain and meret 


iker who loves nothing 
he back of the net of any 
a n a big game calls for 
special Has the uncanny knack of 
ght time and place and 
t shot into the net 


aland) internatior 


batter 


The loss of Goran Lozanovski will easily be 
covered by the team playing as @ team with 
everyone backing each other up, not to say that 
Lozza‘ isn't a good or inspirational player on his 
day. However, South have a terrific work ethic 
that will see them threat again this term for a 
finals berth 


The big question for South during pre-season 
must have been whether Patrick Kisnorbo (#19) 
would still be at the club this year Well he is and 
has a lot to prove. Suggestion of an overseas 
@ to naught but that will not deter 
the tenacious 21-year old. He was due to make 
his 50th NSL appearance last weekend 


venture camy 


Steve losifidis (#2), Fausto De Amicis (#3) and 
Mehmet Durakovik (#4) have racked up some 
500 NSL matches between them for South alone 
and form a formidable back line, especially when 
ed by David Clarkson (#6) who hasn't 
a lot of football in the last year 


Steve Panopoulos (#7) is another to watch ss is 
young Massimo Murdocca (#16). Both are 
midfielders who can break quickly and score a 
vital goal although neither has been prolific in the 
position of course. 


Current NSL Trends After Round 3 

Most followers of the NSL probably wouldn't be 
surprised at. the falling attendances within the 
code due to lack of TV coverage and advertising 
but what would surprise, is the teams where 
most of the fans seem to have disappeared from 
at this early stage. 


Adelaide City Force have managed one home 
match but the crowd is down by 790, the Strikers 
are down a worrying 1431 per game on average 
but the biggest shock of all must be Perth Glory 
who after just the one match at Perth Oval this 
season are a staggering 2259 fans down on their 
2001/2002 average. Newcastle United are down 
2847 (2 games played) and Northern Spirit by 
1461. If that continues into the season for all 
clubs it must surely start the alarm bells ringing, 


However, all isn’t doom and gloom of course, 
although ail clubs are reporting the downsizing of 
home attendances, as a couple of early bolters 
are ahead of last seasons home averages; 
Melbourne Knights - UP 426, Wollongong 
Wolves UP by 224 and the early season leader is 
rival Sydney club Parramatta Power who are UP 
by 1608 after two matches 

In the card department it has been the usual 
early season flurry but it doesn't make for 
interesting reading to Spirit fans I'm afraid as 
they head the pile with 9 Yellow and 3 Red cards 
from their opening three matches with Brisbane 
behind them on 10 Yellow cards. 


Pick of the bunch are South Melbourne with @ 
solitary Yellow card from their two games but the 
leader is Wollongong Wolves in the Fair Play 
stakes with the same as South but from three 
matches to date 


Quite why the discipline has slipped at Spirit is 3 
mystery but all things tend to level out over the 
course of a season and it will take A@ 
mastermind to figure out that coach McKinna will 
Sort these problems out very quickly indeed. 


Harry Ngata of the Kingz still heads the top 
goalscorer chart with four but | doubt even he: 
will be placing any huge bets on finishing in that 
slot come season end. 


Damian Mori and Bobby Despotovski — both of 
Perth Glory — are the short odd favourites for that 
particular honour but @ gut feeling tells me there 
will be a different name on the trophy at the end 
of the carnpaign. 


The referees, bless them, are doing a grand job 
in the opening rounds and bets on who will finish 
with the highest card count, have been 
suspended. It's a tough job out there in the 
middie and not every decision made will be 
correct, that is human nature, but a majority well 
into the 974% area means they are not all 
fatherless, deficiant in the aye department to the 
tune of one or biased in any way, shape or form 
and where would we be without them? 


To finish, there are more statistics out there than 
you can poke a stick at but one must always 
remember the old saying: “There are fies, 
damned lies and statistics” 


Stats are meant to be used for fun and should 
never be taken for any more than that unless it 
comes down to realistic figures for club 
websites, media and player careers etc Love 
them or not, they can tell the true story or can be 
used tell the one you want people to hear for 
whatever reason. 


During the season we will go back and loom at 
the trends again in more depth and perhaps 
analyse 4 player or two to see at which point 
during @ game they are likely to peak or go to 
sleep, or perhaps when a coach is most likely to 
make @ substitution ete. 


Can we really predict that sort of thi 
at the data available? nee 


A team’s season can PRR ‘ ‘Itsa 
good example of how the twists 


football team can take you from the depths of 


despair to the heights of a trophy. 

The excitement of football is also the most 
frightening thing - you never know when the 
twists and turns are coming and even when you 
do, you can never be sure what's going to 
happen as a result, As a fan, you feel all the same. 
emotions only worse, because you can’t make 
the tackles or finish the chances for your team. 


While Spirit play at Brookie for the first time 
today, there's plenty happening elsewhere in the 
world of football. 


Ronaldo made his debut for Real Madrid this 
week, scoring his first goal just a minute after 
coming off the bench and finishing with two for 
the game. I'm really looking forward to seeing 
him play in the Champions League. You 
get the feeling there could be no stopping 
football's answer to the American Basketball 
‘Dream Team’ 


Hope you enjoy the game today. Let's cheer the 
boys on to a win over Paul Trimboli and his South 
Melbourne side. 
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Next home game at 


| NORTHERN SPIRIT OVAL 
| NORTHERN SPIRIT 

| V 

| PERTH GLORY 

| 


FRIDAY 1ST NOVEMBER - KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 


more people choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 


wwwaquinscona =CANTAS 


www.northernspirit.com.au 
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Thank you 
to our valued sponsors 


@ PARTY LAND @ 


Veritage Press supporting the 
Northern Spirit charge for 2002/2003 


for 


\ results in print... 
\ look no further 


VERITAGE PRESS 


Tel: (02) 9280 2444 Fax: (02) 9280 4447 


